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Thank you to our donors*! 

For a complete list of 
donors, visit our website 
at maisonstraphael.org 

Update on construction activities 

activities 
 

 

Archdiocese of Montreal 

Desjardins 

EBC NEW! 

Eric T. Webster Foundation 

Estate of Father Gerald A. SInel 

Family of Romaine Ardizzon  

Fondation Luc Maurice 

France and André Desmarais 

Future Electronics 

Groupe Marchand Architecture and 
Design 

Harden Management 

Marco and Cynthia Ottoni 

Ministère de la Santé et des Services 
sociaux 

Mirella & Lino Saputo Foundation   

Molson Foundation 

Montreal St. Patrick’s Foundation 

Paula Pedicelli         

Power Corporation 

Quebecor Media 

RBC Foundation 

Roasters Foundation 

Rossy Family Foundation 

Vidéotron 

 

* List of donors of $100,000 or more, in 
alphabetical order. 

If you’ve passed by the St. Raphael’s site during the last few months, you’ve probably 
noticed that construction is well under way. As often happens with the conversion of 
heritage buildings, a few surprises awaited us.  
 
Despite the structural and architectural verifications that had been done, we 
discovered that the raised concrete slab beneath the altar was on two levels. So, the 
structural engineers had to revise their drawing and the slab had to be demolished 
and rebuilt at a uniform level throughout the home to facilitate access for our future 
guests. This resulted in a few months’ delay.  
 
Demolition resumed in September and then we made another discovery. The 
geotechnical engineers told us that the material comprising the slab in the basement 
of the church, where the day centre is to be located, could not be compacted to 
strengthen the floor in order to support the weight of an added second-floor 
mezzanine housing our administrative offices. So almost 1500 metric tons of material 
had to be excavated and transported to a landfill in Sainte-Sophie.  
 
Several members of the board are monitoring the project’s progress closely and 
attending the twice-weekly site meetings. The rectory has now been demolished, the 
interior of the church has been completely gutted and the structure has been 
reinforced. The foundations of the new main entrance will be poured soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In preparation for our facility’s opening, now scheduled for summer 2019, we have 
started hiring and are delighted to announce that Ms. Rosemary O’Grady will be 
joining us as Executive Director of St. Raphael’s (see article on page 2). Early in the 
new year, Rosemary will start putting together a team of professionals and volunteers 
to prepare for the opening of the palliative care home and day centre, with a view to 
welcoming the first residents as soon as construction is completed. 
 
Our major fundraising campaign is going well. To date, our generous donors have 
contributed $8.5 million and we are already planning an event for next spring! 
 

We are confident that our project is on track to succeed and that we will soon be 
able to offer the highest quality palliative care services and support to the entire 
community for many years to come. 

http://www.maisonstraphael.org/
http://maisonstraphael.org/en/give/
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We’ve reached 80%, let’s 
stay the course! 

With $8.5 million raised, 
we’re approaching our 
objective.  

We continue to meet with 
potential donors and would 
welcome the opportunity to 
discuss ways in which you 
could help. 

Rosemary O’Grady, St. Raphael’s new 
Executive Director 
 
 

Dr. Manuel Borod joins 

our Board  

We are honoured to 
announce that Dr. Manuel 
Borod, M.D., C.M., B. Sc., 
M. Sc., MBA – Director, 
Division of Supportive and 
Palliative Care Programs, 
McGill University Health 
Centre (MUHC), & Assistant 
Professor of Oncology, 
McGill University has joined 
our Board. 

We also need to build our  
team! 

We have begun the 
recruitment process for a 
director of nursing, a director 
of development (fundraising) 
and a volunteer coordinator. 

WE’RE HIRING 

What’s New?  
To find out how the project is progressing, follow the Maison 

St-Raphaël page on Facebook and LinkedIn! 

 

WHERE WE’RE AT NEWS 

Exceptional contribution in 
memory of Father Gerald Sinel 

WE WISH TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE GENEROSITY 

OF THE ESTATE OF FATHER GERALD A. SINEL, 
WHICH HAS MADE TWO DONATIONS TOTALLING 

$750,000 TO DATE.  
 
This remarkable contribution takes us one 
step closer to reaching our $10M major 
fundraising campaign objective and to 
fulfilling a dream near and dear to Father 
Gerry’s heart.  

His commitment to the community has 
been a source of inspiration for us and has 
mobilized the necessary resources to be 
able to open a palliative care home and the 
first palliative care day centre in Montreal. 

 

“For me, being a part of something this important from the outset and having the chance to shape the 
delivery of care at St. Raphael’s is the career opportunity of a lifetime.”- Rosemary O’Grady 
 

We are very proud to announce the appointment of Ms. Rosemary O’Grady as St. Raphael’s new 
Executive Director. 
 

Rosemary began her career 31 years ago as a staff nurse at the Royal Victoria Hospital, where she 
worked in direct care with patients and families for ten years and then moved on to hold a variety of 
leadership positions, including as Assistant Nurse Manager, Nurse Educator, and acting Nurse 
Manager at the RVH Surgical 9 West and Cedars Breast Centre. In 2004, Rosemary moved to the 
Montreal General Hospital as Nurse Manager 18th Floor General Surgery, ENT, and Gynaecology.  
 

But it was when she subsequently joined the MUHC Cancer Care Mission as Nurse Manager for the Oncology/Haematology and 
Palliative Care Inpatient Units that Rosemary discovered a love and passion for palliative care that has grown ever since. Between 
2006 and 2016, Rosemary worked to develop the programs and services in Supportive and Palliative Care, and in 2015, she was 
instrumental in transitioning the team to the new Glen site. Most recently, Rosemary has been working as Executive Director at 
NOVA Montreal, a non-profit community organization delivering palliative home care and respite services to caregivers.  
 
Welcome to the St. Raphael’s family, Rosemary! 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MStRaphael/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/maisonstraphael/

